
Minutes of the 30th Annual General Meeting of Family Roots FHS (Eastbourne & District) 

Ocklynge School, Victoria Drive, Eastbourne 9th April 2016 

 

1. The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7.30 and welcomed the members. 

 

2. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Rosemary Dix, Peter & Iris Martin, Les Batchelor, Sid & Brenda 

Kenward, Lyn Collinson, John Stevens and Leslie Ervine 

 

3. Minutes of the last AGM 

Minutes of the 29th AGM were accepted and approved on the proposal of Ailna Martin., seconded by John Hancock 

 

4. Matters arising 

There were no matters arising. 

 

5 Chairman’s Report. 
In my report last year I mentioned we were now receiving commissions from Findmypast, I can now report that they 

have now downloaded more of our data namely the “Birth, Marriage, Death and associated events gathered from the 

Eastbourne Gazette “ and the commissions are now being received on a regularly basis.  I’m sure Jenny will give 

more details in her report. 

  

I must again thank John Hancock for his computer expertise and skills in understanding a validation program sent to 

us from FFHS to make it easier to produce data for Findmypast.  I’m afraid to me it was all gobbledegook and 

completely bamboozled me.  Thank you John.  

  

Your society has produced 3 new CDs, during the year, “Hailsham War Memorial and War Graves in Hailsham 

Cemetery“  this was produced in June.  Also in June saw the final checking of the memorial inscriptions of Friston 

Churchyard, and, August saw our CD for Friston produced, in July the burial registers for Hailsham Cemetery 1872 

– 1972 were also produced, we are waiting for these to be uploaded to FMP.  The new updated version of the 

Eastbourne Gazette started by Bob Spilsted has now been produced. I must say a very big thank you to John Crane 

for the hours he has put in to updating and putting this new CD together, thank you also to the transcribers and data 

inputters for their work on this project, there are in excess of 188,000 entries. 

  

Our data gathering does not stop here as we are in the final throes of transcribing the Memorial Inscriptions for All 

Saints Churchyard, Herstmonceux. When this is finished, our next project will be to transcribe the Memorial 

Inscriptions for Chiddingly Parish Churchyard, for this quite large project we will be looking for volunteers to 

transcribe and also input the data onto computer. Anyone willing to give of their time either as a transcriber or data in 

putter and have a willingness to volunteer, please see either John Crane or myself. Only if we have volunteers will 

we be able to continue with these and future projects. At the moment there are only six volunteers and they are all 

committee members. We have also two more churchyards to complete they being St. Mary’s, Upper Willingdon and 

Wartling. 

  

Our July meeting took us to Hampden Park where 40 plus members enjoyed a relaxing tour of the park with Sandy 

Boyce-Sharpe. Sandy explained the history of the park and that of Lord Willingdon and his family who at the time 

were the owners. During the tour Sandy pointed out many areas of hidden interest. 

  

Sunday 17th July will see your society celebrating its 30th anniversary by holding a Family History Day here at 

Ocklynge School. There will be stalls manned by commercial companies, postcard sellers, other family history 

societies plus much more.  We will have two speakers, Nick Barratt and Celia Heritage, Nick Barrett will talk on 

Who Do You Think You Are, and Celia will speak on Surnames an Introduction. There will also be full catering 

service on the day 

  

In October Janet took our bookstall to the Ninfield Local History fair, it was a very successful day for your society. 

  

It was with great sadness we had to announce the passing of Bob Spilsted during the night of October 29th / 30th.   

Bob was a stalwart of our society being the editor of our magazine for some 12 years, he also ran courses introducing 

Family History to beginners, he also set up our original website and was our first webmaster.  Bob had been suffering 

ill health for a number of years; your society was represented at his funeral.    

  

Thank you to Jenny for organising the successful coach trip to the National Archives in November 

  

A big thank you to all members of your committee for their input into again the smooth and efficient running of your 

society over the past year, and again to you the members for your support and friendship, we all look forward to 

again another successful year for Family Roots and hope to see you all on July 17th for our Family History Fair. 

 

 



The report was accepted on the proposal of Judith Kinnison Bourke, seconded by Denise Morgan-Smith 

 

6 Treasurer’s Report 

 I am pleased to report that receipts exceeded expenditure this year, but largely due to the royalties we now receive 

from FindMyPast.  These produced £1,083 income last year, which helped to make up for the fall in membership 

subscriptions.  About twenty members did not rejoin the society and we added no new members last year. 

 

We are about to sign a new contract with the Federation of Family History Societies and FindMyPast which should 

guarantee our royalties for the next ten years, and your society is working hard to add more transcriptions to the list 

already available on the FindMyPast website.   

 

We aim to give back some of this wealth to our members in the form of larger and more prizes for articles in the 

magazine, by subsidising the cost of the coach trip to The National Archives, and it means we do not have to increase 

our membership subs for another year.  The London trip last year was disappointing in that it failed to cover the cost 

of the coach, mainly because of late cancellations.  Hopefully a lower ticket price will encourage more members to 

go on the next one. 

 

On the payments side, some items have increased but we have made economies on others.  The cost of printing the 

magazine has increased because of the addition of colour to the cover, but I hope you will all agree that this is an 

excellent change. 

 

Janet has continued to keep the bookstall well stocked with books of interest to our members.  Actual sales have 

fallen in the last year from £773 in the previous year to £496, but the bookstall still managed to show an excess of 

receipts over payments of £435 for the year.  Janet is having to sell off at reduced prices some of the old stock to try 

to reduce the amount of stock held. 

 

On the Statement of Assets and Liabilities, the only fixed assets of value held by the society are the laptop and data 

projector, and the boxes of library books.  All other assets have been fully depreciated.  

 

Current Assets, including totals in bank accounts and stocks of books and publications, is valued at £8,870.  The only 

Liability is the value of unredeemed raffle prizes.  Please don’t forget to spend your tokens at the book stall before 

they run out. 

 

The net worth of your Society was £9,421 at the end of January 2016. 

 

The report was accepted on the proposal of Michelle Gowland seconded by John Spillman 

 

7      Election of Committee 

The current Committee was re-elected on the proposal of Peter Martin, seconded by Ailna Martin. 

 

8 Election of Honorary Auditors. 

Russell Ridout and Peter Martin were re-elected Honorary Auditors on the proposal of Theresa Hancock, seconded 

by John Titmuss. 

 

9        Subscriptions and meeting fees 

 There were no changes proposed to the subscriptions and meetings fees. 

 

10  Any Other Business.  

 There was no other business  

 

Ailna Martin proposed a vote of thanks for the work of the Committee and volunteers which was carried by 

acclamation.  

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.41. 

 


